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During the past years much attention has been given to the 
methods by which children are taught to read. Textbook com- 
panies have published readers, claiming for each set distinct advan- 
tages, the particular merit specified usually being a difference in 
the method of instruction, especially in the begiiming book. Less 
attention has been paid to the content, and few comparisons have 
been made of different series with regard to the size of the vocabu- 
lary, the amount of repetition, or the degree to which the books 
supplement each other. Although writers of textbooks have stated 
that their books are characterized by a "constant reappearing of 
old words" or that "supplemental primers use largely the same 
vocabulary of fundamental words though their stories differ," 
even a cursory examination shows that there is wide variance in 
introductory readers along these lines. 

On account of the need for more information pertaining to the 
content of readers, this study was undertaken. It deals with the 
vocabularies of the beginning books of twelve different sets of read- 
ers, each series representing a more or less distinct method of 
reading. The beginning books of the following sets were included 
in the study: 

I. Rational Method of Reading— Ward (Silver, Burdett & Co.) 
II. Progressive Road to Reading (Silver, Burdett & Co.) 

III. Beacon (Ginn & Co.) 

IV. Riverside (Houghton Mifflin Co.) 
V. Gordon (D. C. Heath & Co.) 

VI. Merrill (Charles E. MerriU Co.) 
VII. Aldine (Newson & Co.) 
VIII. Edson-Laing (Benj. H. Sanborn & Co.) 
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IX. Lippincott (J. B. Lippincott Co.) 
X. Reading Literature (Row, Peterson & Co.) 
XI. Natural (Charles Scribner's Sons) 
XII. Winston (John C. Winston Co.) 

These methods are commonly used in the schools of the Middle 
West and were selected for that reason. 

Each word was listed and its frequency determined for each 
book. Where the letter s was used as a suflSx, the word was counted 
with the root word; for example, see and sees were counted as 
identical words and listed under sees. When other suflELxes were 
added to the root, the words were listed separately, as coming and 
walked. It's was not included with its but was listed separately. 
Words connected with a hyphen were counted as two different 
words. Some books state the total number of different words that 
are in the text. On account of the method employed in this study, 
the total number of words is not always in exact agreement with 
this statement, but a difference of several words does not materially 
affect the findings of the study. 

A total of 1 ,636 different words was found in the twelve begin- 
ning books. The number of words introduced in a single book 
ranges from 157 to 630, as shown in Table I. This table also shows 
the frequency with which the words recur. 

It appears that in most methods a surprisingly large number of 
words have a very limited frequency. Four of the methods have 
70 or more per cent of the total number of words occurring less than 
ten times; four others from 60 to 69 per cent; three from 50 to 59 
per cent; and but one less than 50 per cent. While recurrence of 
words is not the only factor in teaching beginning reading, it is 
important from the standpoint of the retention of words. How 
often a word must occur in order to insure recognition depends on 
the vividness of the first impression, the appeal to the child, and 
on the child's ability to master words, as well as on repetition. But 
one may reasonably assume that words that have a frequent 
reappearance are more readily mastered and remembered, other 
conditions being equal. 

However, the number of words found in but one of the twelve 
beginning books and the number of words common to all are even 
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more striking. Of 1,636 different words found in all of the methods, 

783 are found in only one book. This is 47 per cent of the total 

number of words. Only 38 words are common to all twelve 

methods. 

TABLE I 

Number and Frequency op Different Words Introduced in Each of Twelve 

Beginning Readers 



Method 


Number op 

Different 

Words 


Frequency 


z 


2 to 5 


6 to 9 


10 to 19 


20 or more 


I 

II 

Ill 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

VIII 

IX 

X 

XI 

XII 


546 
S79 
630 

396 
383 

427 

IS7 
427 

377 
209 
436 
308 


183 
140 
164 
30 
79 
37 
10 

65 

82 

6 

49 

S3 


161 
204 

252 

IS5 

123 

122 

18 

138 

67 

53 

IS4 

III 


43 
71 
76 
70 
62 

99 
16 
80 
68 
47 
69 
S3 


53 
78 
60 
71 
75 
96 
28 
81 
78 
45 
80 

51 


106 
86 

78 
70 

44 
83 
85 
63 
82 

58 
84 
40 



TABLE II 
Number of Words Common to Any Two of the Beginning Readers Examined 



Method 


Number of 

Difierent 

Words 


I 


II 


in 


IV 


V 


VI 


VII 


VIU 


IX 


X 


XI 


XII 


I 

II 


546 
579 
630 

396 
383 

427 

157 
427 

377 
209 
436 
308 




. . . . 


206 


218 
3" 


163 
207 
238 


164 

237 
181 
184 


174 

258 

257 
209 

215 


90 
III 
116 

96 
104 
107 


160 
263 

25s 
178 
207 
223 
96 


171 
252 
251 
179 
207 
209 

99 
201 


102 
143 
125 

89 
125 
120 

67 
126 
114 


163 

251 

256 
187 

207 

2X8 

102 

199 

226 

113 


I4S 
223 
197 

133 
166 


Ill 






IV 








V 










VI 












191 

75 
207 

162 


VII 














VIII 
















IX 


















X 




















136 
173 


XI 






















XII 
















.... 



































To determine the extent to which the vocabularies show 
similarity, a study was made of the number of words common to 
any two books. The results are presented in Table II, which is 
read as follows: 206 words are common to the beginning books of 
Methods I and II, 218 to Methods I and III, etc. 



748 



THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL 



[June 



Table III shows the percentage of words common to any two 
beginning books. Comparing Methods I and II, we find that 22 
per cent of the total number of different words found in the intro- 
ductory books are common. 

TABLE III 

Percentage of the Total Number of Different Words in Twelve Beginning 
Readers Common to Any Two of These Books 



Method 


I 


II 


m 


IV 


V 


VI 


vn 


vm 


IX 


X 


XI 


XII 


I 




22 


23 
35 


21 

27 
30 


22 

33 

22 
31 


22 

34 

32 

34 
36 


IS 
18 

17 
21 
24 
22 


20 
35 
32 
28 

34 
35 
20 


23 
36 
33 
30 
46 
35 
23 
33 


16 
22 

17 
17 
27 

23 
23 
25 
24 


20 

33 
32 
29 

34 
34 
21 

30 
39 
21 




II 




34 

27 


Ill 






IV 








V 










32 
35 
19 
39 
31 
36 
30 


VI 












VII 














VIII 
















IX 


















X 




















XI 






















XII 



















































TABLE IV 

Total Number of Different Words Presented in Any Two 
Beginning Readers 



Method 


Number of 

Difierent 

Words 


I 


n 


ni 


IV 


V 


VI 


VII 


VIII 


rx 


X 


XI 


XII 


I 

II 


546 

579 
630 

396 
383 

427 

157 
427 

377 
209 

436 
308 




919 


958 
898 


779 
766 
788 


765 
725 
832 
595 


799 
748 
800 
614 
598 


613 
625 
671 

457 
436 

477 


813 
743 
802 

645 
603 

631 

487 


752 
704 
756 
594 
453 
S95 
435 
603 


6S3 
645 
714 
S16 
467 
S16 
299 

510 
472 


819 
764 
810 
645 

612 

64s 
491 
664 
587 
532 


709 
664 
741 
471 
52s 

544 
390 
528 

523 
381 
571 


Ill 






IV 








V 










VI 












VII 














vm 
















IX 


















X ■ 




















XI 






















XII 



















































Table IV gives the number of different words introduced in 
any two books. For example, in the beginning books of Methods 
I and II we find that 919 different words are used; in the books of 
Methods I and III, 958 different words are used. This means that 
if a class reads the primers of Methods I and II, a vocabulary of 
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919 words has been presented to the children. Tables II and III 
show the degree to which the vocabularies of the different books are 
supplementary. Table IV shows how extensive is the vocabulary 
of any combination of two books. 

From the study the following conclusions may be drawn: 

1. There is little agreement in practice as to the number of 
words a beginning book in reading should introduce. 

2. There is a very limited number of words common to begin- 
ning books. 

3. A large number of words appear only once in each book. 

4. Introductory reading-books cannot be considered supple- 
mentary to each other. Different books may introduce words of 
equal difficulty, but only to a small degree are the words the same. 

5. Most beginning books contain many words whose frequency 
is very limited. 



